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The Economic Contribution of Older Alaskans
• A 2004 ISER report found that retirees aged 60+ contributed roughly $1.46 

billion to the state economy.
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• Using an updated methodology, we estimate that number grew to roughly 
$6.7 billion in 2023.
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This Contribution Will Continue to Grow

Notes: Percentages reflect share of population aged 65+ in each year. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau and Alaska Department of Labor

2.4%
5,541

2.2%
6,715

2.8%
11,159

4.1%
22,369

5.7%
35,699

7.7%
54,938

13.0%
95,185

16.1%
118,725

0

20000

40000

60000

80000

100000

120000

140000

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2025

Number of Alaskans 65 and Older



15.1%

38.6%

13.5% 12.4%
10.0%

53.9%

73.3%

24.7%

11.6%

-0.7%-0.05

0.05

0.15

0.25

0.35

0.45

0.55

0.65

0.75

0.85

2000-2010 2010-2020 2020-2030 2030-2040 2040-2050

Historical and Projected Growth, People 65 and Older, Alaska and U.S.

US Alaska

This Contribution Will Continue to Grow

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and Alaska Department of Labor



This Contribution Will Continue to Grow
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This Contribution Will Continue to Grow
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But an Aging Population Presents New Challenges

11,176

16,451 16,334
19,316

16,498 15,563
18,324

4,351

2,815
4,833

3,598

3,630
4,287

4,868

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

2016 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 2023

N
um

be
r o

f E
nr

ol
le

es
Trends in Dual-Eligibility for Medicare and Medicaid

Non-HIS Duals IHS Duals

Source: U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey



But an Aging Population Presents New Challenges
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